Black male victims comprise 61% of homicide victims in present day Louisiana, yet their killers have been executed in only 3 cases out of 12,949 homicides since Gregg v Georgia reinstated the death penalty in 1976, less than 6 percent of the execution rate for killers of all other victims, and 1/48 th the execution rate for the killers of white women. A thorough analysis of Louisiana's homicides and a complete review of its history of executions, using FBI statistics and the Espy File of national executions, reveals that the ultimate punishment has long been reserved for crimes other than killing black men. New here is the compilation and analysis of a complete database of all 241 Louisiana post-Gregg death verdict cases, including their 316 victims. In these cases, 80% of the victims are people other than black males.
Being a victim of homicide in Louisiana is heavily dependent on race, gender, and age. Young black males have extremely high rates of homicide victimization compared to other categories. However, the death penalty is used only very rarely in those cases where the victim is a black male.
This study follows methodology established in the detailed analysis of race of victim discrepancies in North Carolina between homicides and executions (Baumgartner, 2010) , and in the demonstration nationwide of similar dramatic discrepancies (Baumgartner et al., 2015) . This 2015 review of national statistics covering all US executions since 1976 notes that only 10 whites have been executed in the modern era for the crime of killing a black male, with six additional cases where a black male was one of multiple victims, including victims of other races or genders. None of these cases were from Louisiana. In fact, we find no cases in the entire history of Louisiana where a white person was executed for killing a black male.
2 The data below demonstrate stark disparities in the use of the death penalty, depending on the race and gender of the victim. Homicide data cover the period of the modern death penalty era, after executions were re-started nationally in 1976, through to the end of 2011. Death sentence and 1 Frank R. Baumgartner (FrankB@unc.edu) is the Richard J. Richardson Distinguished Professor of Political Science at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Tim Lyman (TimLyman@gmail.com) is an independent Documentation Specialist in New Orleans.
2 Michael Radelet's review (Radelet, 1989) of almost 16,000 executions in US history dating back to 1608 found just 30 cases in which a white was executed for the crime of killing a black. Only one of these executions was in Louisiana. It occurred in 1752, under French rule, with a 24-year old white soldier hung for the bayoneting of two negresses (black slave women) who recovered from the attack. execution data continue through July 2015.
Homicide Victimization Rates
20,942 Louisianans have been the victims of homicides in this era, almost 600 per year on average. Of these,  81 percent have been male, and  72 percent have been African American (the source-data term is "black"). 
Death Sentences and Executions
Louisiana has sentenced 225 people to death (in 241 trials, including retrials) since 1976, for murders that had 316 victims, victims characterized in the center columns of Table 2 below.
Louisiana has executed 28 of these individuals. Together, they had a total of 38 victims. The right columns of Table 2 show the characteristics of the victims of the executed. Table 2 shows that while black males constitute 61 percent of the victims of homicides, they are just 8 percent of the victims of those who were later executed. White females, by contrast, represent 7 percent of the overall victims, but 47 percent of those for whom the murderer was in turn put to death. Table 3 combines information from Tables 1 and 2 to show the dramatic differences in the rates of execution for those who kill different types of victims. The killers of 316 homicide victims have been sentenced to death in Louisiana since 1976, and the killers of 38 victims have been executed. With a total of 20,942 homicides having occurred, it is clear that only a minute proportion of all murders are punished by death. Fewer than 2 percent of all homicides lead to a death sentence, and fewer than 0.2 percent lead to an execution, as the bottom row of Table 3 makes clear.
The dramatic differences in the likelihood of the use of capital punishment by race and gender 6 of the victim are clear whether we look at death sentences or executions. The two columns to the right of Table 3 above show the rate of capital punishment per 1,000 homicides. With the killers of 89 white females sentenced to death out of a total of 1,563 such homicides, the rate of death sentencing is 56.94 per 1,000 (or 5.7 percent); the rate of execution is 11.52 per 1,000 (or 1.2 percent). As we move from white females to white males to black females and finally to black males, we see monotonic declines in the rates at which these homicides receive the ultimate sanction: death sentences per 1,000 homicides move from 57 to 28 to 18 to 5, and execution rates decline from 12 to 3 to 2 to 0.2 per 1,000 homicides. The killer of a white female is 12 times (56.94/4.88) more likely to be sentenced to death, and 48 times (11.52/0.24) more likely to be executed, than the killer of a black male.
Figures 1, 2 and 3 below illustrate the data presented above. 
Historical Trends
Are the racial tendencies in the application of Louisiana's death penalty new, or do they reflect long-standing patterns? In order to address this question, we can compare rates of execution over various eras of Louisiana history for white and black defendants (we do not know race of victims). Table 4 presents these data (calculated from Espy and Smylka, 2004) . Table 4 shows the entire historical record of the number of executions by decade and era since the first execution in 1722. In general, we see that state executions of blacks outnumber those of whites by a 3-to-1 margin over the course of Louisiana history, despite the population being divided fairly equally between the two races, and the history being divided fairly equally between the slavery and post-slavery times. A few notes on certain eras follow.
Colonial and Antebellum Eras
Of the 195 executions in these eras, only 55 were for homicides committed by blacks or whites.
Of the 132 non-homicide executions of blacks and whites, 31 were for non-political crimes like 9 theft, attempted murder, arson, or unknown; while 101, the majority of executions in these eras, were for political crimes, the executions intended to deter others: 9 whites (6 for treason, 2 for piracy, and 1 for slave revolt), and 92 blacks, all for slave revolt 3 , 4 all but 4 occurring in the following five incidents: (Vandal, 1991) . Not only were white murderers not executed, they were only rarely arrested. Nor did the vigilantism stop in the Post-Reconstruction era -it merely slowed, as lynchings, a new form of extrajudicial execution, took hold.
Jim Crow Era
By 1900, black voters had been reduced to 5,320 on the Louisiana voting rolls. In 1910 that number was down to 730, less than 0.5 percent of the state's eligible black men (Pildes, 2013) . While the Jim Crow era was the heyday for executing murderers of all races, executions for nonhomicide crimes also came back in this era, no longer for political crimes, but now for rape and attempted rape. Was this a new kind of deterrence? 47 black men were executed for sex crimes in the era, but only 3 white men (1 each in 1906, 1907, and 1957) .
Conclusion
The presentation of various official statistics compiled here suggests that there indeed has been a long-standing connection between race and execution, in particular when we consider the racial status of the victim of the crime. Although whites constitute only around a quarter (26%) of modern-era homicide victims, they are close to two-thirds (64%) of the victims in death sentence cases, and nearly four-fifths (79%) of the victims in cases that have ended in execution.
The bulk of homicides in Louisiana affect African-American men (especially young men). However, the likelihood of being executed for these crimes in this modern era is 48 times lower than for the killing of a white woman. At 0.24%, the rate of execution for killing a black man in the modern period is less than the 0.5% of eligible Louisiana black men allowed to vote in 1910, when Jim Crow laws had reduced their voting rolls to the paltry number of 730 registered voters, out of a black male population around a half million. And this 0.24% is just 6% of the rate of execution for the killing of all other victim types, and 2% of the rate for killing white females.
Any justification of the death penalty must involve equal protection. The Fourteenth Amendment to the US Constitution states that "no state shall ... deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws." Here we have a class of persons, the families and communities of murdered black males, so denied.
